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A Brief History of the Gregorian Chant
Gregorian chant is a piece of monophonic music or a kind of a sacred song that consists of a single vocal part, unaccompanied with musical instruments in a mass text and sang in either Latin or Greek languages in Roman Catholic churches in the world. Gregorian chant was developed in central and western Europe in the 9th century and 10th century, although it was amended in the latter centuries. The chant was once spread by the Roman Emperor, Charlemagne to consolidate and strengthen both the secular and religious powers. Through strengthening of powers on religion side, the clergymen were required to exercise new depository on pain upon death of someone. The chant is believed to be invented by Pope Gregory I, although some scholars has disputed that the chant arose from the Carolingian synthesis of Gallican chant and Roman chant (Weakland & Apel, 1959).
The Gregorian chant has significant importance in developing Renaissance music and medieval music, which serve in the provision of musical materials for both liturgy dramas and trope models, a good example is organum Gregorian chant. The chants have been used to translate the vernacular hymns, both secular and religious. Polyphony is a kind of music arranged in parts for several instruments and voices. Gregorian chant has a significant role in music development of polyphonies. The chants were traditionally used in churches by men and boys or by men and women in chapels to perform specific rites in Roman mass and office of the monastery. The chants were also used in bringing harmonization in spiritual and traditional matters whereby they are taken as a kind of prayer. In Catholic churches, the chants were also sung by the people who received a church call, and therefore, chants would be sang to him or her as a kind of encouragement. Scholars have believed that Gregorian chants open up one’s ears and mind to a high array of religion and scriptural flow. In addition, the chants help in deepening someone’s religious faith and getting roots in the human heart, which helps in giving someone endurance in difficult and tough moments. (Brunner & Levy, 1999).
Gregorian chants have been of significant use in both political and social circumstances. For instance, Charlemagne used the chants in strengthening the secular powers in his reign by extending authorities over the church. Charlemagne the, the Roman Emperor, kept a warning that all the clergy men should learn properly and correctly to recite the chant for the purposes of unity. In the social circumstances the chants have been used in spiritual matters such as church services when the liturgy men are harmonizing over a soul who have been called to church work. (Robertson & Tack, 1961).
 Different Roman religious and political leaders such as the Catholic church popes have used the Gregorian chant. They used the chant in bringing unionism among people since it was used as a symbol of faith and unity. The chants are also sung in the monastic offices using psalms antiphons during the opening of the offices and during the closure time of the offices. For instance, Nursia Benedict implemented St. Benedict’s rule for the divine protocol use of the monastic office. Charlemagne’s father, Pepin, made abolishment of the rites of Gallican so as to favor the Roman use of Gregorian rites so as to enhance the relationship with Rome. Traditionally, Gregorian chants were being used widely by men and boys’ choirs or men and women choirs during the worship times in chapels for musical and worship purposes (Robertson & Tack, 1961).
Kwasnieski (2018) gives a brief chronological account of the history of the chant in which he notes that the use of chant in the Catholic Church began prodigiously in the first Christian millennium. This frame of time coincides with Saint Gregory the Great’s rule over the papacy, which was from 590-604. Politically, the Roman Empire was on a decline then, and the church was taking up most social and political roles in the society, and Christianity was a unifying social factor in society. This was because Christianity was the main religion in the Roman Empire at the moment. For instance, the Church hierarchy maintained the social hierarchy, and one was born into a certain class and could barely change that since church taught that it was God’s will one had been born into a certain set of circumstances (Mark, 2019). With time, the content of the chants changed, with scripture, speeches, and sermons being incorporated into them. At one point, The Council of Trent (1545-1563) reaffirmed the place of chant in the liturgy (Kwasnieski, 2018).
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